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July 25, 2008

To the Faculty, Parents, Students, and Associates of Northview:

Please allow me to share some thoughts I hope will be of interest as we begin another exciting and productive 
year for our school.  So much has been accomplished in six years that I can’t even begin to cover the 
highlights without writing a book so I will limit my comments to those that are closest to my heart.

I, as did most of you, moved to Johns Creek long before there was a city so my children could attend schools 
that were among the nation’s finest.  The attribute of our city for which I am most proud is the quality of our 
schools and the value our community places on education.  This did not happen on its own.  The single factor 
that has made this happen is the leadership of our Area Superintendent, Randee Nagler.  The teamwork of 
those who administrate, counsel, teach, and maintain our facilities has set the bar for innovation, rigor, and 
expectations for others to emulate.

We have approximately 5,000 high school students and two of the nation’s top high schools in our city.  When 
the new high school opens, Johns Creek will become home for three of our nation’s finest high schools.  
Opening a new school is an exciting time. Our administrators, counselors, and teachers will do whatever is 
necessary to support the opening; Chattahoochee has pledged their support as well.  When we opened 
Northview, I promised the community that no student would ever be able to say that he/she “gave up” 
anything as a result of attending the “new” school; Mr. Greene has made that same pledge and Mr. Duncan 
and I are behind him 100%.

The headlines for the next few days will be filled with stories about No Child Left Behind and Adequate Yearly 
Progress, or AYP.  During the process of determining AYP, a school’s population is broken down into numerous 
sub-groups by race, ethnicity, gender, disability, English proficiency, and economic status.  I am proud to 
again announce that every sub-group at Northview exceeds national expectations.  In 2006, we implemented 
our Lunch Study Program to provide support for students who were struggling academically; this program has 
been a resounding success.  This year, we will implement a new course, Academic and Life Skills, to offer 
more intense support for those students needing a greater degree of intervention.  Our goal is not only to 
continue to meet AYP, but to have every student exceed national expectations.

I also want to share with you that I will be retiring as Principal at the end of this school year.  Please do not 
speculate that my decision is the result of dissatisfaction with our school system. I have been a part of the 
Fulton County Schools for my entire adult life and I wish my tenure could have lasted forever.  I worked for 
numerous superintendents over the past thirty years and can assure you that Dr. Loe is among the best. I 
anticipate many great years ahead for our schools, especially Northview.

However, as my youngest child enters high school, my heart tells me that it is now time to focus on the more 
important role I serve, that of being a dad.  I am also looking forward to devoting more time to my “other 
life,” that of a musician.  I hope to have many employable years remaining in my time on earth to enjoy being 
the staff organist of the Greek Orthodox Cathedral and as conductor of the Hellenic Community Orchestra.  I 
might even be tempted to become a high school band director again!

To everyone, I thank you for all your support and encouragement over the years.  I hope I can count on you 
to once again make this a great year as we continue “Ever Upward and Onward!”

Sincerely,

Peter F. Zervakos
Principal




